











At the same time, the costs of car use will be enlarged by government
measures. Parking facilities for cars are reduced within inner cities. The
aim is to expand bicycle use by 30% in 2010, to diminish travel time by
bicycle within inner cities by 207, to make the bicycle the quickest
means of transport for trips less than 5 kilometres and to expand trips by
bicycles within inner cities by 50%0.In addition, the government wants
offices and companies with more than 50 employees to have a transport
plan that includes bicycle stimulation. Of course it is necessary that the
administration and society support each other. The administration can
stimulate and provide incentives and will be succesfull when it takes
account of ideas, preferences, needs within society. Perhaps illustrative is
the initiative for a bike-lease system, a supplement of existing car-lease
systems, nevertheless the fact that 8 out of 10 Dutchman own a bicycle.
Together with these transport aims, the government also set safety targets.
Using a bicycle is in general more hazardous than using a car. The share
of 12% of all vehicle kilometers corresponds with 25% of all serious
traffic injuries. In the year 2010 fatalaties as a cyclist should be reduced
by 50% and hospitalized injuries by 40%. The same targets have been set
for other road user categories.

These safety strategies has to integrate infrastructural and educational
measures as well as improvements of vehicles. We will explain this now,
first by elaborating on infrastructural, educational and vehicle standards.

Infrastructure

We advocate a restructuring of the majority of our roads. The safest roads
are motorways and residential roads in traffic calming areas. In the Neth-
erlands, a motorway is not accessible for cyclists or mopeds and we do
not want to change that. These roads make up slightly more than 2000 km
in our small country, but account for about one-third of the motorized
milleage. We have many physically separated cycle tracks of over 4000
km length. Parts of the residential roads in traffic calming areas have a
speed limit is 30 km per hour and in parts, the so-called ‘woonerf’s’ and
shopping areas only the speed of pedestrians. This affords a mix of dif-
ferent transport modes like cars and bicycles with relative low risks.
Between these extremes of freeways and residential roads in traffic calm-
ing areas, we have the majority of roads with a mix of traffic and outside
built-up areas with great speed differences. The fatality rates on these
highways are the highest as shown in Table 1 where the injury and fatality
rates for all road types in the Netherlands are displayed.

Road Max. Mixing Crossing Injury Fatatality
type km/h fast opposite rate rate
slow traffic km*10° km*10®
Calming area <30 yes yes 0.20 <03
Resid . street 50 yes yes 075 12
Urban arterial ~ 50/70 yes/no yes 1.33 2.5
Rural road 80 yes/no yes 064 46
Rural motorroad 80 no yes 030 2.1
Rural motorrodd 100 no no 0.1 1.7
Motorfreeway 100/120 no no 007 0.5

Table | .Injury and fatality rates for road types in the Netherlands 1986.
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