












































S. Policy for Sustainable Road Safety

There is a long way to go before the next generation of road users is
educated to behave safely and before a consistent road categorization can
be established. One first step, according to the proposals in the
Gerondeau-report, is the conceptual creation of the hierarchical structure
of the categorized and homogenized road network and the clarification of
its principles on a European level. It has been proposed to begin with the
introduction of a periodically systematic and compulsory external
inspection of the safety of the road system and with the preparation and
dissemination of reference material with all the principles and rules for
an upgrading to the safest-possible road network by building new roads and
rebuilding and modified maintenance of the existing road network. It must
be possible to achieve such a safer road network in a time scope of the
next 30 years. But we must begin now otherwise there will be 1.5 million

Europeans killed on the roads in the Community in the next 30 years.

In view of the sad record of European road safety, compared with other
industrialized continents as well as compared with other modes of
transport, there clearly is a need for an active road safety policy. The
Gerondeau-report has expressed the opinion that road accidents are too
often seen as the inevitable price for the utility of travel and
transport. And hence the possibility of an active road accident prevention
policy is ignored. Such an active policy, however, can be possible on the
basis of research and recommendations discussed above. The Gerondeau-
report asks the European Community, that is the European Parliament, the
Council and the Commission, to provide assistance in the work undertaken
by the Member States against road accidents, because the Community is in
the right position to do so. It has done so in matters of environmental
protection and the advancement of science and technology in Europe. The
Community should surely take a comparable action in a matter to which its
citizens are highly sensitive, since it concerns the preservation of life
itself and the safety of millions of its citizens. It seems not a too
ambitious task to bring the level of road safety in the whole of the
Community below the level of the USA, which is already nearly the level of
safety in some of the more advanced countries in the Community; this would
save more than 20.000 lives and over half a million injured on a yearly

basis. In the achievement of such a target the national States (and their






