





























In summary, this means that road safety data must be of adequate quality
and of constant quality in time in order to offer a basis for policy,

particularly when one is working with a quantitative task.

2.2. Quality of road safety data

It is an accepted fact that not all accidents are reported to the police.
As the consequences of accidents become less serious, the quality of
police registration diminishes. Sometimes, a country will state explicitly
that the police will only record accidents when injury is involved or in
the event of more serious accidents involving material damage. We there-
fore speak of "dark numbers and hidden figures". Switzerland has compared
the data from police statistics with data from insurance companies. This
shows that an accident not recorded by the police exhibits a relationship
with the mode of transport (particularly those accidents involving cyclists
are underreported) and the severity (slight injuries are less frequently
reported to the police). This leads one to conclude that police registra-
tion does not offer a complete picture; in addition, there is question of

a distorted picture.

What does this mean when one wishes to conduct a policy in which a
quantitative task has been formulated? First of all, that quantitative
tasks are formulated only on the basis of data that offers sufficient
guarantees that registration takes place at an adequate level. Further-
more, it must be periodically assessed whether, and to what extent, the
registration of traffic accidents changes over time in practice. This can
be realised by making comparisons with, for example, the registration of
accidents by insurance companies, with data from hospitals or by asking
road users about their accident history. Only when these criteria have
been satisfied can one claim that the drop in accidents is actually a fact,

and not simply the consequence of less thorough registration procedures.

The requirements formulated here are equally valid for the background data

and the exposure data used.

An important problem in this context is the international harmonisation of
road safety data. If one wishes to make relevant international compar-

isons, harmonisation is crucial. International comparisons are useful and

















